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Wildlife officials were taking a big
swing at helping a young humpback
whale stranded on an Oregon Coast
beach get back out to sea themorning of
Nov. 17.
Officials gave the whale IV fluids

overnight and covered it in blankets to
keep it cool, officials said, while a pulley
system has been arranged to pull the
whale toward the ocean from the beach
in Yachats.
“Hopefully, this combined with

buoyancy from high tide (10am) will en-
able it to swim away,” Oregon Parks and
Recreation central coast district man-
ager Preson Phillips said. “We encour-
age visitors to keep a safe distance to al-
low the response crew to do its work.”
The groups most involved in the op-

eration include the West Coast Marine
Mamal Stranding Network, SeaLife Re-
sponse, Rehab andResearch andCasca-
dia Research Collective.
The whale captured lots of attention

over the weekend. Numerous people
flocked to the Oregon Coast near Ya-
chats overnight Nov. 15 and early Nov. 16
in an effort to helpwhale,whichwas ap-
parently tangled in lines fromacrabpot.
Officials had indicated there is little

chance the whale will survive. Many
whales do strand each winter on the

Oregon Coast beaches. If no progress is
made, officials have said “euthanasia
was one option,” according to the Lin-
coln Chronicle.
“In truth, once a whale comes to

shore, there’s a super, super slim, al-
most no chance that it’s going to sur-
vive,” Lisa Ballance, interim director of
Oregon StateUniversity’sMarineMam-
mal Institute, told the news outlet.
Officials told the Lincoln Chronicle

the humpback whale was very small,
estimated it to be a yearling that likely
was separated from its mother.
Overnight on Nov. 15, volunteers had

dug trenches and used a bucket brigade
to keep the animal wet, according to a
report from KEZI.
Julie Conrad, with the Oregon Coast

Killer Whale Monitoring Program, ex-
plained the situation in a social media
post.
“While people may have the best in-

tentions, they could cause more harm
than good, and they’re putting them-
selves and first responders in danger. In
addition, being within a hundred yards
of a whale is a violation of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act. These federal
lawsexist for the safetyandwellbeingof
the animals and people.”
Conrad noted that while people don’t

want to see the whale suffer, if it does
die, it becomes food for the ecosystem.
“Whale fall is an integral part of

ocean health. It can be very challenging

to put our human emotions aside and
think of things from a scientific per-
spective, but it’s necessary to truly un-
derstand the importance of situations
like these,” Conrad wrote.
“Multiple people have suggested

towing the whale from a boat. While
this may sound like a good idea, an
adult, male humpback weighs up to
80,000 pounds,” Conrad wrote. “It
would put entirely too much strain on
its body to tow it. Usually in these situ-
ations, we just have to see if the tide
will help carry the whale back out to
sea.
“In the past, if it’s determined by

professionals that a beached whale
will not survive, they may humanely
euthanize it so it doesn’t suffer. If this
ends up happening, please know that
these decisions are not made lightly.
The people involved in these decisions
are very passionate about their work,
and deserve the utmost respect.”
If the whale does die, scientists will

perform a necropsy, taking samples of
the animal and try to determine a
cause of death.

Zach Urness has been an outdoors
reporter in Oregon for 18 years and is
host of the Explore Oregon Podcast . He
can be reached at zurness@States-
manJournal.com or (503) 399-6801.
Find him on X at @ZachsORoutdoors
and BlueSky at oregonoutdoors.bsky-
.social

Officials assess the condition of a young humpback whale on a Yachats beach. PROVIDED BY CARRIE NEWELL

An evidentiary hearing has re-
vealed additional details about what
happened during a FBI raid at the
Woodland Creek Apartments in Octo-
ber.
West Eugene residents woke to

loud noises the morning of Oct. 15 as
FBI agents executed a raid on a Bailey
Hill Road apartment, resulting in the
detention of four immigrants. One of
the detainees, referred to as “H.L.” in
the courtroom, is appealing his deten-
tion. During his testimony, he spoke
about that chaotic morning.
H.L., who lives in the apartment

complex in a different unit, had been
visiting his friends to watch a movie
and play on their gaming console. He
said he ended up falling asleep on the
couch at their apartment. He was
awoken suddenly on the morning of
Oct. 15 by what he described as some-
thing he would see in a movie. FBI
agents had thrown flash bangs, gre-
nades that produce a bright flash of
light and loud bang, into the apart-
ment, breaking the windows. He
could hear sirens and someone yelling
over a speaker outside for everyone
inside to come out with their hands
raised.
H.L. testified that he walked out

barefoot over broken glass in his T-
shirt and boxers with his arms up. He
said as he walked out, multiple red
dots appeared on his body, which he
realized were from the sights of weap-
ons being trained on him.
Once in federal custody, H.L. was

led back inside the apartment where
he was able to put on a quarter-zip
sweater belonging to his friend. Near-
ly a full month later, H.L. appeared in
the federal courthouse in Eugene still
wearing the same quarter-zip and T-
shirt underneath during his eviden-
tiary hearing on Nov. 14.
He and three others in the apart-

ment were taken to the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement office
in Eugene. He said there, he was de-
nied an attorney. All four were then
taken to the ICE Northwest Detention
Center (NWDC) in Tacoma, Washing-
ton. H.L. has remained at NWDC,

Asylum
seeker
petitions for
release from
ICE custody
Miranda Cyr
Eugene Register-Guard

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ICE, Page 2A

In a rare motion, the Oregon Govern-
ment Ethics Commission (OGEC) dis-
missed the case of former University of
Oregon School of Journalism and Com-
munication Dean Juan-Carlos Molleda.
Molleda suddenly resigned from his

position this summer, after a report by
the university’s student newspaper un-
veiled his disproportionately high travel
spending. On June 9, the Daily Emerald
reported Molleda had spent $46,000 in
2023-24, often flying first class to inter-
national destinations. In that same aca-

demic year, UO Dean of
Students Marcus Lang-
ford spent just over
$11,000 and former UO
School of Law DeanMar-
cilynn Burke spent
$3,700, according to the
newspaper’s report.

Molleda officially left his role as dean
on July 31, stepping into a faculty posi-
tion and taking a sabbatical until spring
2026. UO appointed Regina Lawrence,
associate dean of UO SOJC Portland, as
interim dean.
OGEC opened the case into Molleda

during an executive session on Aug. 8.
During the meeting, OGEC Executive

Director Susan Myers said Molleda and
his attorney Bob Steringer provided in-
formation about UO’s travel policies
during thepreliminary review. Per those
policies, UO employeesmay travel busi-
ness class on international flights that
are 8 hours or longer. UO policy also al-
lows employees to extend their travel
while paying any difference in return
flights costs.
“Had we had all this information at

the time that we were deciding whether
to open a preliminary review, the com-
mission’s action may have been differ-
ent,” Myers said.
Both Myers and OGEC Chair David

Fiskum noted the unusual motion,

which states “the information present-
ed does not indicate a violation of Ore-
gon government ethics laws or warrant
further review, and the motion to con-
duct apreliminary reviewbe rescinded.”
The motion passed with seven votes

in favor and one abstention.
“I just want to thank the commission

and the staff for the careful considera-
tion of this matter,”Molleda said during
the meeting.

Statesman Journal reporter Dianne
Lugo contributed to this article.

MirandaCyr reports on education for
TheRegister-Guard.Youcancontact her
at mcyr@registerguard.com or find her
on X @mirandabcyr.

Commission: no ethics violations for UO journalism dean
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Undefeated: 3 takeaways from
Ducks’ victory over Army
SPORTS, 1B

Pulley system being used
in attempt to save whale
Zach Urness
Salem Statesman Journal
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From the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency

Today’s air quality forecast

World

Temperatures
November 18

Atlanta 74 57 pc 78 62 pc
Baltimore 50 43 r 51 44 c
Bismarck 46 36 c 48 32 c
Boston 47 33 s 47 35 s
Buffalo 42 30 c 44 31 pc
Charleston, SC 73 55 s 81 58 s
Charlotte, NC 69 54 c 77 54 pc
Cheyenne 55 35 pc 57 34 c
Chicago 45 40 r 46 41 c
Cincinnati 51 46 r 54 45 c
Cleveland 41 39 c 45 38 c
Dallas 88 67 pc 81 69 t
Denver 61 37 pc 62 35 s

Jim Todd, Oregon Museum of Science and Industry

Detroit 39 33 c 45 34 pc
Honolulu 84 72 c 84 75 sh
Houston 86 68 pc 85 68 t
Indianapolis 53 42 r 54 42 c
Kansas City 62 40 pc 62 49 c
Las Vegas 56 46 r 55 46 pc
Los Angeles 62 46 sh 63 50 pc
Minneapolis 41 33 sn 42 40 c
Nashville 75 62 sh 71 55 c
New Orleans 82 64 s 80 64 s
New York 48 41 pc 47 43 sh
Oklahoma City 75 48 pc 71 60 t
Orlando 83 60 s 85 64 s

Palm Springs 67 53 sh 67 51 pc
Philadelphia 49 42 pc 50 43 sh
Phoenix 70 58 sh 62 51 sh
Pittsburgh 40 36 c 50 39 c
Raleigh 66 50 pc 75 52 pc
Reno 53 34 c 55 37 pc
Sacramento 63 49 pc 61 49 pc
St. Louis 70 46 c 59 51 c
Salt Lake City 57 43 c 57 41 c
San Diego 63 50 sh 65 52 pc
San Francisco 62 52 pc 63 52 pc
Sioux Falls 41 36 r 55 38 c
Tucson 71 53 c 66 46 sh

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Sun & moon

EUGENE 5-DAY OUTLOOK
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U.S. OUTLOOK

Shown are areas of precipitation and high temperatures for the day.

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

Anchorage 30 23 c 28 22 c
Billings 58 40 pc 50 28 c
Boise 59 41 pc 56 42 pc
Bozeman 56 34 pc 49 26 r
Bremerton 49 35 c 50 37 c
Butte 52 29 pc 46 25 c
Coeur d’Alene 43 32 c 44 32 c
Ellensburg 49 29 c 49 34 pc
Fairbanks 11 5 pc 17 9 c
Great Falls 56 29 c 43 26 c
Helena 54 36 c 49 28 c
Idaho Falls 55 32 pc 52 33 c
Juneau 42 37 r 41 37 r
Kalispell 49 29 sh 45 24 pc
Missoula 53 33 sh 48 30 c
Moscow 43 28 pc 47 34 pc
Olympia 51 35 c 51 38 c
Pocatello 57 34 pc 55 30 c
Seattle 49 37 c 51 42 c
Spokane 43 32 c 45 32 c
Tacoma 50 33 c 51 38 c
Twin Falls 57 35 pc 54 33 pc
Vancouver, B.C. 48 37 c 48 41 c

Today Wednesday

Albany 51 31 c 48 39 c
Ashland 53 40 c 59 45 c
Astoria 54 37 c 54 46 c
Baker City 50 32 c 50 35 pc
Bandon 55 35 pc 57 48 pc
Bend 48 24 c 49 30 pc
Brookings 59 41 pc 54 46 r
Burns 51 32 c 48 33 s
Corvallis 50 32 c 49 40 c
Florence 55 38 c 57 47 c
Klamath Falls 51 28 pc 50 37 c
Lakeview 53 29 c 49 35 pc
Medford 53 36 c 57 45 c
Newport 52 37 pc 54 45 c
North Bend 56 36 pc 58 47 c
Ontario 57 40 c 56 37 c
Pendleton 50 29 c 50 33 pc
Portland 50 38 pc 55 46 c
Redmond 49 23 c 48 31 pc
Roseburg 50 35 c 55 46 c
Salem 52 35 c 49 40 c
The Dalles 52 34 c 52 38 c
Tillamook 54 34 pc 57 46 c

Today Wednesday Today Wednesday

Amsterdam 45 39 pc 42 34 r
Athens 73 64 c 73 64 pc
Beijing 52 32 pc 57 34 s
Berlin 42 33 c 41 34 pc
Brussels 44 38 pc 43 34 sh
Buenos Aires 85 63 s 75 63 s
Cairo 78 62 pc 80 63 pc
Copenhagen 43 33 c 41 34 r
Dublin 47 32 sh 40 31 pc
Jerusalem 68 57 pc 69 59 s
London 47 39 c 42 31 c
Madrid 58 33 s 53 35 pc
Mexico City 77 49 pc 77 49 s
Moscow 48 30 r 35 29 c
New Delhi 76 56 pc 76 57 pc
Oslo 37 26 pc 36 23 s
Panama City 87 74 r 88 74 r
Paris 47 40 pc 45 36 r
Rome 64 47 sh 63 54 sh
Seoul 44 24 s 46 30 s
Sydney 79 61 s 83 66 s
Tokyo 57 46 r 56 46 pc
Vienna 43 28 pc 42 33 pc

Today Wednesday Today Wednesday Today Wednesday

10:18 a.m. 7.4 4:18 a.m. 2.7
11:42 p.m. 5.8 5:16 p.m. 0.0

Tonight’s sky: Vega, Deneb and Altair, the stars of the
Summer Triangle, drop down in the western sky this
evening.

New
Nov 19

First
Nov 27

Full
Dec 4

Last
Dec 11

Sunrise 7:12 a.m.
Sunset 4:43 p.m.
Moonrise 5:52 a.m.
Moonset 3:34 p.m.

Sunrise 7:13 a.m.
Sunset 4:43 p.m.
Moonrise 6:57 a.m.
Moonset 4:00 p.m.

Today Wednesday

Readings taken at 8 a.m. Mon.
Willamette at EWEB steam plant 9.63
McKenzie at Vida 1.17
Willamette at Harrisburg 1.80
Siuslaw at Mapleton 3.56
Umpqua at Elkton 3.27
N. Umpqua 3 mi. below Winchester 2.22
Alsea at Tidewater 2.08
Siletz at Siletz 4.27

Official Saturday figures
Temperatures (high/low) 65/41
Precipitation 24 hours 0.00”
Precipitation month to date 1.80”
Normal precipitation month to date 2.65”
Precipitation year to date 25.07”
Normal year to date 30.39”
Precipitation rain-year since 10/1/2025 4.42”
Normal rain-year since 10/1/2025 5.82”

Temperatures midnight to midnight (high/low) 54/46
Precipitation midnight to midnight 0.33”

12 a.m. 46
1 a.m. 47
2 a.m. 47
3 a.m. 48
4 a.m. 48
5 a.m. 47

6 a.m. 48
7 a.m. 47
8 a.m. 46
9 a.m. 46
10 a.m. 48
11 a.m. 49

12 p.m. 50
1 p.m. 51
2 p.m. 52
3 p.m. 53
4 p.m. 53
5 p.m. 53

6 p.m. 53
7 p.m. 53
8 p.m. 53
9 p.m. 53
10 p.m. 53
11 p.m. 52

Most rain this date: 1.78” in 1950
Normal this date: 0.21”

Record high 70 in 2008
Record low 18 in 1955

Normal high 53
Normal low 38

Mostly cloudy today with a stray shower during the afternoon. High 50. Winds north-
northeast 4-8 mph. Partly cloudy tonight. Low 32. Winds north-northeast 4-8 mph. Rather
cloudy Wednesday. High 51. Winds east-northeast 3-6 mph.

Forecast:

A shower

Today

Mostly cloudy

Wednesday

A shower

Thursday

Partly sunny

Friday

Low clouds

Saturday

Oregon Coast: Some sun today with a shower in
spots during the afternoon; pleasant in the south.

Oregon Cascades: Low clouds today; an afternoon
shower in spots across the north. Mainly clear
tonight, but mostly cloudy across the north.

Eastern Oregon:Mostly cloudy today. Mainly
clear near the Cascades tonight; mostly cloudy
elsewhere. Partly sunny Wednesday; some sun,
then turning cloudy in the mountains.

Extended forecast for Western Oregon:Mostly
cloudy Wednesday. A little afternoon rain along
the south coast; increasing cloudiness across the
southwest interior. A couple of soaking showers
Thursday, but dry along the north coast.

50/29 c

57/40 c
48/24 c

52/35 c
52/37 pc

50/32 c
54/32 pc

53/36 c

51/28 pc

50/38 pc

A corridor of rain and some wet snow will extend from Minnesota to Maryland and
Pennsylvania today. Elsewhere, a storm in the Southwest will bring showers and steadier,
heavier rain. From the southern part of the Plains to Southeast states, it will be dry and warm
with at least partial sunshine. Showers will dampen the Northwest.

Forecast:

Extended forecast for Eastern Oregon: Partly
sunny Wednesday; some sun, then turning cloudy
in the mountains. A passing shower Thursday;
clouds yielding to sun in the northern valleys.

50 32 51 41 56 39 50 38 52 45

Eugene-Springfield Particulates

Oakridge Particulates

High: 89 McAllen, Texas Low: 9 Cook, Minn. Wettest: 1.13 San Francisco, Calif.
U.S. extremes Sunday Data is for the 48 contiguous states from midnight through 5 p.m.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2025
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He came to Oregon to live with his
daughter, son-in-law and grandson,
who were already in the area.
The process to seek asylum is a long

one and can vary greatly from case to
case.
H.L. traveled through seven coun-

tries, arriving in Mexico in May 2024.
He spent over 2 months checking the
CBPOne app every morning to schedule
an asylum appointment at a legal point
of entry rather than crossing the border
illegally. Shortly after President Donald
Trump took office, he discontinued this
appointment service, repurposing it
into the “CBP Home” app, which mi-
grants can use to “self deport.”
H.L.was able to obtain an asylumap-

pointment at the end of July 2024, en-
tering the U.S. under an immigration
parole, which temporarily grants mi-
grants permission to stay in the U.S. He
was approved to remain in the U.S.
while awaiting his first asylum court

while the other three have been trans-
ferred to other centers. Local immigra-
tion attorney Katrina Kilgren said a high
volume of detainees are being trans-
ferred from the NWDC to facilities in
Mississippi,NewMexico, Louisianaand
Texas.
There has been extensive reporting

on the poor conditions in ICE facilities.
Detainees and their representatives are
going hungry, as reported by USA TO-
DAY. A report from the University of
Washington Center for Human Rights
found NWDC lacks sanitation, gener-
ates complaints about spoiled food, and
recorded chemical and physical use of
force. The report, published in 2020,
also found that NWDC “detains people
longer, on average, in solitary confine-
ment than any other dedicated ICE fa-
cility in the nation.”
The justification for the FBI raid re-

mains unclear.

How a Venezuelan asylum seeker
ended up in Eugene

According to court documents, H.L.
fled Venezuela, seeking asylum in the
U.S. H.L. had “long-opposed the au-
thoritarian government of Venezuela.”
The government labeled him a traitor.
“I left my country … because I was

scared for my life,” H.L. said in Spanish
during the hearing. Two translators in-
terpreted for H.L.

date.
According to court documents, H.L.

has no criminal history and had never
missed any of his ICE check-ins. Hewas
approved to work in the U.S. and was
working for driving apps like Lyft, Uber
and DoorDash.

Asylum seeker files for release
from ICE detention

H.L. filed for writ of habeas corpus,
meaning he was unlawfully detained.
He was represented by two attorneys,
Robert Easton and Cristine Zeller-Pow-
ell from Catholic Community Services
of Lane County, which is tied to the Eq-
uityCorps ofOregon, a free immigration
legal services provider.
H.L.’s attorneys argue ICE violated

due process in detaining him.
ICE’s attorney argued H.L. had not

reported a change of address, warrant-
ing his arrest. They submitted new evi-

dence includingmore than 40 images of
H.L. or his vehicle near the friend’s
apartment and a piece of mail in H.L.’s
name sent to the friend’s apartment.
H.L.’s attorneys insisted he did not live
at the other apartment.
H.L. said he would often cook tradi-

tional Venezuelan food with his friends
who occupied the apartment where he
was found. When the group would stay
up late gaming on a PlayStation or
watching movies, H.L. occasionally fell
asleep there, he said. He sometimes
didn’t want to return to his own unit to
avoid possibly waking up his 7-year-old
grandson.
In addition to H.L. himself, his attor-

neys called on two more witnesses:
H.L.’s next-door neighbor, who said she
can hear him snoring through the walls
every night, and local immigration at-
torney Katrina Kilgren, who is repre-
senting H.L. in his immigration case.
H.L.’s family did not attend H.L.’s

hearing out to fear, according to repre-
sentatives from the local rapid response
network.
Judge Ann Aiken did not make a rul-

ing on H.L.’s case on Nov. 14.
Easton called Aiken a “thoughtful

judge” and told The Register-Guard he
believes she will make a ruling quickly.
Kilgren stated via email if Aiken rules

in favor of ICE, H.L. will remain in im-
migration detention as he awaits his
asylum hearing, which is set to go to
court in March 2027.

MirandaCyr reports on education for
TheRegister-Guard.Youcancontact her
at mcyr@registerguard.com or find her
on X @mirandabcyr.

ICE
Continued from Page 1A

The FBI conducted a raid at the Woodland Creek apartments in Eugene the
morning of Oct. 15. HALEIGH KOCHANSKI / THE REGISTER-GUARD


